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EpH Es. VI. 4. 


Te Fathers provoke not your Chil- 

dren io Wrath, but bring them 

up an the Nurture and Admo- 
nition of the Lord. 


HIS Advice St. Paul gives to Pa- 
rents, whoſe Affection for, and 
Authority over Children, bind 
and qualify them, to give them 


Education. 


4 The Neceſſuty and Benefit 

But becauſe the Education here men- 
tion'd by the Apoſtle, is to be in the Nur- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord, it calls for 
farther Aſſiſtance, than natural Parents are 
capable of giving to their Children. The 
Care and Diligence of Godfathers arid 
 Godmothers, ot Childrens ſpiritual Teach- 
ers and Guides, Prieſts and Deacons; and 
alſo of their Supreme Paſtors, the Right 
Reverend Fathers in God, the Biſhops, muſt 
co-operate in the carrying on and compleat- 
ing this good Work. 

All theſe Fathers, at different Times, 
and in different Ways, muſt join their La- 
bours to bring up, admoniſh, nurture and 
perfect the Child in the Lord. 

To Initiate, is the Care and Charge of 
Godfathers and natural Parents. To theſe, 
Prieſts andDeacons muſt be atding and aſſiſt- 

ing, to teach and inſtruct Children in the 
Rudiments and Knowledge of Chriſtianity. 

To Perfect and Confirm, belongs to the 
Biſhop only. To keep them faithful Mem- 
bers of, and-regular Communicants in, the 
Church of Chriſt, is the Duty of Biſhops 
and Prieſts. Children in their Infancy 
muſt have Milk, when grown up, ſtronger 
Meat. And proper Perſons mult regularly, 
and by degrees give them ſpiritual Food, 
before they can be brought up' compleatly 
in the Lord, or be made perfect Men in 
Chriſt — This 
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This Congregation cannot be inſenſi- 
ble, that I have Yearly ſpent a great Part 
of my Time, in explaining and making 
known to Children the Meaning of their 
Catechiſm. The Neceſſity of Intant-Bap- 
tilm, I have acquainted you with. Thoſe 
particular Parts of the Catechiſm, which 
all Godfathers and Godmothers ſolemnly 
promiſe that the Baptized Child ſhall learn, 
I have taken care to explaio, Every Part 
of the Lord's Prayer, every Article of the 
Creed, and every Commandment in both 
Tables, has been inſiſted on and expounded 
to you. Your polluted State, by your na- 
tural Births, and the Honour and Purity 
of Regeneration, I have laid before you. 
How miſerable you had been, had you only 
remained the Children of your Parents, 
and continued in the Defilement of Original 
. Sin. How happy you are, by having that 
Pollution waſhed away, and how glorious 
you may be, by making your ſelves ſound 
and perfect Members of Chriſt's Church. 
By Birth you are the Children of your Pa- 
rents, by Baptiſm are made the Children 
of God. By your natural Birth, you have a 
Title to your Parents Love, Aſſiſtance, and 
Eſtate, but theſe are ſmall, weak and per- 
iſhing Privileges. By Regeneration, you 
have à Title to the Love, Aſſiſtance and 
Inheritance of Almighty God, _ 
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The Creator of the Univerſe will Main- 
rain you, The Saviour of the World will 
Redeem you, and the Holy Ghoſt will 
Comfort you, if you behave your ſelves ac- 
cording to the Covenaat of Baptiſm, which 
your ſpiritual Parents entered into for you 
in your Infancy ; and which you are ob- 
lig'd to enter into Perſonally, and take up- 
on your ſelves, when you come to Years of 


Diſcretion, and have a ſufficient Know- 


ledge of the Chriſtian Religion. 

This perſonal Covenant you are oblig'd 
to prepare your ſelves for, and ſolemnly 
enter into, as ſoon as capable. This you 


ought to thirſt after, with as great warmth, 


as the Hart deſires the Water-brooks: 
This deſire ought to be your daily ſpiritual 
Meat and Drink, and the nearer the happy 
Time of raking on you this honourable En- 
gagement approaches, the more ſhould 
your Hearts rejoice, and the more fervent 
your Preparations be. Ignorance of this 
Covenant you cannot plead. Your Duty to 
enter into it, your ſpiritual and natural Pa- 


rents ought to make you ſenſible of, and the 


Miniſter joins with them in fitting you for 
it. Ia this Caſe J have done my Office, 
and hope they have, and will at this time 
molt earneſtly and conſcientiouſly do their 


. Duties. None can admit baptized Chil- 
_ dren into this perſonal Covenant withGod, 


but | 


but a Biſhop. The Biſhop of this Dioceſe 


deſigns in a little time to come into your 


. own Country, to admit you into it. One 


great Misfortune,which theChildren of this 
Iſland are expoſed to, is the great Diſtance 
they live at, from their Supreme ſpiritual 
Paſtor. Upon which account ſeveral ar- 
rive at length of Years, before they can con- 


veniently get the Benefit of Confirmation. 


But, Who can anſwer to his Conſcience, 
to Die without it? Who is not afraid to go 
into the other World, before he has perſon- 
ally entered into Covenant with his God 


in This. | 


By Baptiſm, he is indeed made a Child 
of God,and admitted a Member of Chriſt's 
Church: But, How can he promiſe him- 
ſelf that he ſhall be an Heir of Salvation, 


and anlnheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven, 


if in his Life-time he refuſes to be a Con- 
firm'd Chriſtian? | 
His Sureties did what they could for the 
Salvation of his Soul, in caſe he Died an 
Infant ; But can That be any Reaſon why 
He or She, when grown to Years of Dil- 
cretion, ſhould take no Care to work out 
their own Salvation ? 
The more Talents God gives toany one, 
the more is required of that Perſon. Na- 
tural Reaſon and Chriſtian Knowledge are 


Talents, which diſtinguiſh Men from 


Brutes, 
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Brutes, and Chriſtians from Heathens. 
And St. Lake ſays, Ch. 12. v. 47, 48. that 

if you know your Maſter's Will, and do it 

! not, you are liable to the Diſpleaſure and 

[ Puniſhment of your Maſter. That Servant 
which knew his Lord's Will and prepared not 
himſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſhall 
be beaten with many ſtripes. But they that 

knew not , and did commit things worthy of 
ſtripes , ſhall be beatem with few ſtripes. For 
unto whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall 
be much required; and to whom men have com- 
mitted much, of him they will ast the more. 

 _ God has revealed his Will: By this Will, 
he condeſcends to enter into Covenant with 

Man, and will admit every one perſonally 

to be a Party in the Covenant; nay, to be 
a preſent and eternal Gainer by entring in- 
to it. If any Man, when he comes to 
Years of Diſcretion, was fully ſatisfied that 
he ſhould be a worldly Gainer, by entring 
into Bond and Covenant with his Neigh- 
bour, he would certainly do it. What 

Reaſon then can he give for not entring in- 

to Covenant with his God ; when he may 

be a Worldly, and an Heavenly Gainer by 
ſo doing ? 
This the Holy Scripture aſſures every 

Chriſtian, of the Truth of. Of this Truth 

likewiſe Children's Natural Parents, their 

Spiritual Parents, and their Spiritual 
| Teachers 


— 


2 — , ——ä — ſD— 


W Confirmations.”-- © 
Teachers and Guides give them Aſſurance 
of. Now, certainly, no young Man or 


Woman can think, that ſo many. faithful 


Witneſſes, and ſure Friends, would tell 
them, that it was their Duty to be Con- 


flir m'd, unleſs it was ſo. And if after they 
have been for many Years ſo taught by 


ſome, or all thoſe forementioned Perſons , 
when the Time comes, and Opportunity of- 
fers, they refuſe to qualify themſelves for, 
and actually enter into Covenant with 


God, by Confirmation, the Fault is their own: 


They muſt anſwer for their own Neglect. 
But that Children and their Parents, both 
Natural and Spiritual, may know, and 
practice their ſeveral Duties in this weigh- 
ty Affair, I ſhall a little conſider the Duties 
of Both, ſo far as they relate to Confirma- 
tion, and then point out the Neceſſity, 


Time, Uſe, and Benefit of Confirmation. 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider the Duty of God- 


fathers, and the Benefit coming to 
them by a faithful Diſcharge of it. 


The Concluſion of the Office of Baptiſm 
requires all Godfathers and Godmothers, 


to ſee that Children, as ſoon as they are 
qualify'd, ſhall be brought to the Biſhop to 
be Confirm'd by him. They are to perform 
this, as the Children's Sureties. 
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By a ſolemn Promiſe they bind them“ 
ſelves to look after,their Chriſtian Edu- 
cation, and to nurſe them up in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, as the Church diredts. 

And when they find them capable of ſay- 
ing the Lo:d's Prayer, the Creed, and Ten 
Commandments, and to make 3 Re- 
ſponſes in the Church Catechiſm, then 
are they oblig'd, for the Child's Good, and 
their own Benefit, to fulfil their promiſe: 


vir. To bring them, or take care that 


they be brought, to the Biſhop to be Con- 
firm'd. The Performance of this Promiſe 
is of the higheſt Concern to their God- 
Children, and gives great Satisfaction to 
them, as Godfathers, The Child thus 
brought before the Holy Altar, does there 


confirm and ratify, with his own Mouth, 


the Promiſes of his Sureties, and at the 
ſame time receives new Strength to go on 
in the Practice of Chriſtianity, by the Lay- 


ing on of Hands, and the Bleſſing of the 


Biſhop, and the Prayers of the Congrega- 


The Benefit of Godfathers conſiſts in 
this, Thar they have diſcharged their Pro- 
miſe, and thereby have been the Inftru- 
ments of preſerving Children from Igno- 


rance and Error; of adding a New Mem- 


ber to Chriſt's Church, and ſo far inſtruct- 
ing a Child 1 in the fundamental ber 
N 0 
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of Chriſtianity, that he is in a fair Way of 
Salvation. That nothing will hencefor- 
ward hinder him from Eternal Happinels, 
but his own obſtinate Tranſgreſſion of 
thoſe Commandments, which They taught 
him to keep, which the Church admo- 
niſhes him to perform, and God's Com- 

mands, under the ſevereſt Penalties, oblige 
aim to obſerve. The Godfathers Promile 
thus made good, releaſes them from their 
Charge, frees them from that Watchfulneſs 
and Care over the Child, which their Truſt 
and Promiſe at the Font, before God and 
the Congregation, bound them to before. 
The Young Chriſtian, undertaking to per- 
form, in his own Perſon, what they Pro- 
miſed, becomes his own Surety and Bonds- 
man to God. But it is neceſſary, that the 
_ Sureties ſhould ſee themſelves publickly . 
Diſcharged,and therefore Godfathers ought 
to attend at the Service of Confirmation. 
And tho' releaſed from their Truit, may 
(ſtill be ſerviceable to the young Chriſti- 
an, by being Overſeers of his Behaviour, 
and as Chriſtian Monitors, putting him ia 
Mind to obſerve the Vow made by himſelf. 
Having told you, that it is the Godta- 
ther's Duty to have Children Confirmed, 
J ought next to make it appear, that Con- 
| firmation is Neceſſary. Becauſe this Office, 
not being inſtituted by Chriſt, is diſtegard- 
. ed and.ſpoken againſt by ſome Men. Con- 
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Confirmation is neceſſary, becauſe it pro- 


cures to the Baptized, the Giſts and Graces 


of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Holy Ghoſt was promiſed by Chriſt 
to his Church, to be a Directer and Com- 


forter of his Diſciples to the End of the 


World. This Promiſe was not to be fulfill'd 


till after our Saviour's Aſcenſion. At the 


Fealt of Tabernacles in the Laſt Day, on 
which the Jews poured Water on the Al- 
tar, Jeſus ſtood and ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt 


was not yet given, becauſe that Jeſu us was not 


get glorified. John 7, 39. 

But after Chriſt had glorified God by his 
Sufferings, had triumphed over the Malice 
of Men, and Power of Devils, He aſcends 


into Heaven, there thinks of his Promiſe, 


and at the appointed time ſends the Holy 
Gholt to his Diſciples at Jeruſalem. The. 
Holy Spirit there comforts the Hearts of his 
diſconſolate Diſciples, by his Almighty 
Power aſſiſting, and miraculous Gifts di- 
recting them to perform Confirmation, and 
all other Miniſterial Offices. 

To teſtify the Truth of what Jeſus had 
ſaid and done, to proclaim and divulge the 


Chriſtian Doctrine to both Jews and Gen- 


tiles. Acts 1. 8. 

At the Laying on of Hands, or at Conßr- 
mation performed by the Apoſtles, the Gifts 
and Graces of the Holy Ghoſt were at firſt 

plenti- 
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plentifully beſtowed. At the Performance 
of this Office the Church expected ſuch 
Gifts, when the Apoſtles did, as their Suc- 
ceſſors the Biſhops now do, laid Hands on 
the Baptized. 
The following Examples may ſatisfy 
you of this Truth. When che Country of 
Samaria was Converted, by the Preaching 
of Philip the Deacon, and by him Baptized, 
the Apoltles at Jeruſalem hearing of, and 
' Pleaſed with, the Succeſs of his Miniſtry, 
ſend unto thoſe new Converts, Peter and 
John. Philip had Baptized them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, as Chriſt command. 
ed, Matt. 28. 19. | 
But Confirmation they ſtill wanted, and they 
had not received the Holy Ghoſt. Then 
Peter and John, who had the Power of Con- 
fir mation. Prayed for them, laid their Hands 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt. i. e. 
had various and powerful Gifts beſtowed on 
them; ſuch as, Working of Miracles, 
Speaking with Tongues, &c. 
This Inſtance is ſufficient to ſhew, that 
Confirmation was given by the Apoſtles, and 
that Biſhops only, as their Succeſſors, have 
the Power of Impoſition of Hands, or Con- 
firming. And alſo, that at the Time of 
Confirmation, the Baptized Chriſtians re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt. | 
When 


14. The Neceſſity and Benefit 
When St. Paul at Epheſus had Baptized 
certain Diſciples in the Name of the Lord, 
| Who before had been Baptized unto John's 
Baptiſm, and knew nothing of the Holy 
Ghoſt; When he had Baptized them in 
the Name of the Father , Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, he laid his Hands upon them, and the 
Holy Ghoſt came upon them, and they ſpate 
with Tongues and Propheſied. g; cts 19 6. no- 
ther Inſtance to prove, that at the Time of 
Confirmation the Gifts and Graces of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt were beſtowed on the Baptized, 
and that therefore Confirmation is (till Ne- 
ceſſary, for obtaining Aſſiſtance to perform 
the Baptiſmal Vow. There is ſtill a cor- 
rupt Principle working in the Hearts of 
Men, too ſtrong for Reaſon to ſubdue; And 
, when this is ſubdued, we can impure it to 
noother Force, but the Power of the Holy 
. Ghoſt. This Reaſon muſt conſent to, be- 
. cauſe by Reaſon We are informed, That 
the ſame Cauſe produces the ſame Effects. 
And as the Holy Spirit did then beat down, 
and mortify the vicious Struglings of the 
Corruption of Nature, in the Confirmed ; 
ſo its divine Aſſiſtance does now. The on- 
ly Difference is, that the Power which then 
worked viſibly, now operates ſecretly, but 
yet powerfully, and to the ſame End. No 
Power leſs than God's can turn the Heart of 
Man from Vice to Vertue, and ſtill 3 
im 
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him a free Agent. And by fuch Operati- 


ons of the Spirit, We may fatisfy our ſelves 


that the Third Perſon in the Bleſſed Trint- 
ty, is a Holy and an Almighty God. 

"Tis no Object ion againſt what has been 
ſaid, to ſay, that the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, beſtowed at Confirmation, are not 
ſo viſible and powerful in our Days, as they 
were in St. Peter's, St. John's, or St. Paul's 
Time. The Holy Ghoſt beſtows his Gifts 
as the Church wants them. 

In thoſe Days, the Chriſtian C 
being in her Infancy, wanted Miracles to 
ſhew the Purity of her Doctrine, and the 

Power of God viſible in her Miniſters, in 
order to convert the Ignorant, and the Ob- 
ſtinate; as well as toConfirm and Strength- 
en the haithful. In ours there is no want 
of Miracles. Baptiſm is adminiſtred in 
the Manner that Chriſt ordered, either by 
Inferiour Paſtors, or by the Chief Steward, 
the Biſhop; as Philip Baptized the Sama- 
rians, and St. Paul the Epheſians; but Con- 
| firmation is to be beſtowed by Biſhops only: 
As St. Peter and St. John Confirm'd the 
faid Samar;ans, and St. Paul the Diſciples 
at Epheſus. And as then the Gifts of the 
Hol Ghoſt were poured out, according to 
the Wants of the Confirmed ; ſo are they 
at this Day; Chriſt having promiſed this 
way to be always preſent with — 

n 
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And ſo much for the Neceſſity of Con- 

frmation. I ſhall next conſider the Time 
when Confirmation is to be given. 

This Time, according to the Uſage of 
the Church of England, depends upon the 
Appointment of the Biſhop, who Con- 
firms, and the . of the Perſons 

to be Confirmed, 
I be Canon Law appoints no ſet Time, 
and Churches differ in the Circumſtance 
of Time. 

The Greek Church j joins Chriſm, or Con- 
firmation, with Baptiſm, not only when 
Infants, but adult Perſons are admitted 
Members of the Church. And for ſo do- 
ing aſſigns this Reaſon, for fear the Bap- 
| tized Perſons ſhould Die ſuddenly, before 
they receiv'd the Benefit of Confirmation. 
In the Latin Church, Intants are Confirm'd 
in a little time after Baptiſm, being not 
eſteemed compleat and perfect Chriſtians 
without it. Our Church thinks Baptiſm 
alone ſufficient to entitie Infants to Salva- 
tion, in caſe they Die in their Infancy. 

The Conſent of All Churches centers in 
this, that Confirmation is to be adminiſtred 
after Baptiſm. And becauſe it ſeems high- 
ly neceſſary, that the Perſon who is to be 
Confirmed ſhould be able to give ſome ac- 
count of his Faith, know what Prayer is, 
and his Obligation to obey God's . ; 

there 
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therefore our Church admits none to the 
Office, till they arrive to a Competency of 
Rea ſon, and ſuitable Knowledge in the 
Doqc̃trine of Chriſtianity. The Biſhop, be- 
fore he lays Hands on any Perſon at the Ho- 
ly Altar, and in the Preſence of the Con- 
gregation, asks every Candidate, Whe- 
ther they will renew the ſolemn Promiſe 
and Vow that was made in their Names at 
their Baptiſm? Whether they will muß 
and confirm the {ame in their own Perſans: 
Whether they acknowledge themſelves 
bound to believe, and da all things which 
their Godfathers and Godmothers then un- 
dertook for them? And every ane is en- 
joined to anfwer, I do. | ö 
No as this cannot be done by an Infant, 
or any Child ſoon after Baptiſm; and ſtill 
our Church holding it neceſſary to be dane, 
coneludes it can be done by None, but 
ſuch as knew the Meaning of the Queſtions 
asked; and that Her to be Confirmed chil- 
dren may be rightly inſtructed, at their 
Baptiſm, ſhe direQs their Sureties, that if 
the Child lives, it ſhall by their Care and 
Inſpection, be taught the Lord's Prayer, 
the Creed, and the Commandments, and 
| be farther inſtructed in the Church Cate- 
chiſm, before they offer them to be Con- 
firmed. 5 
The Time and Place appointed by the 
T2, — hy | Biſhop 


18 The Nece//ity and Bene/it 
/ Biſhop for Confirmation, is to be complyed 
with. . | 
None will now be admitted to Confirma- 
| Zion, who are under Fourteen Years of Age. 
Thoſe that are younger mult not, at the 
Time of Confirmation, preſume to offer them- 
L | ſelves as Candidates; but wait, till they are 
=_—_ call'd upon by the Biſhop, whole Knowledge 
| in the Miniſterial Office highly qualifies , 
him to diſcern what 1s fit to be done, and 
whoſe Authority in the Church, impowers 
him to direct, who are, and who are xot 
ft to be Confirmed, | | 
| Having now told you at what Time the 
Church thinks fit to admit Children to Cox- 
frmat ion, I ſhall now ſhew you, why ſhe \ 
requires them to be Confirmed ; which 
brings me, as I propos'd, to ſpeak of the 
Ule of Confirmation. | 
Our Church, at all publick Meetings, per- 
| forms her Offices with Decency,and to Edi- 
fication, to the intent that all coming to her 
Publick Offices, may know the Uſe of 
them, and receive Benefit from them: And 
accordingly, before Children come to Con- 
firmation, She, as an inſtructing Mother, 
acquaints them with the Uſe of it. Mg 
Which ſhe tells them is--To ratify and 
confirm Publickly, with their own Mouth | 
and Conſent, what their Godfathers and 
Godmothers promiſed for them at Baptiſm, 
in their Infancy. Ce er  - Wn. 
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And after this Inſtruction given, de- 
mands from them a Promiſe; That they 
will, by the Grace of God, evermore en- 
deavour themſelves, faithfully to obſerve 
ſuch things, as they by their own Con- 


feſſion have aſſented unto. 


As it ſeems unreaſonable, to require 
Children to perform a Duty, they know 
little or nothing of the Ule of; fo it is ne- 
ceſſary to bind them to Obedience, when 


they are inſtructed for what End and Uſe 
it was deſigned. >a 


Your Sureties did Promiſe and Vow, 
That you ſhould renounce the Devil and all 
his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all the Sinful Luſts of 
the Fleſh. And when you come to Diſcre- 
tion, to know the Shame and Danger of 


_ committing any of theſe Sins, and the 


Puniſhments due to them, the Church 
ſhews a great Care of your Souls, when ſhe 
confirms you a Chriſtian, in requiring of 
you a Promiſe, to renounce the ſame. , 
And to keep Children from Errors in the 
fundamental Articles of Faith, the ſaid 


- Sureties promiſe, That you ſhall believe 


all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. For 
your Uſe and Benefit, the Church hath col- 
le&ed thoſe Articles, out of the Body of 
the Scriptures. Your Catechiſm, which 
you can repeat, tells you what they are , 


and how many in Number. Now. 
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Now to prevent Apoſtacy, or falling 
from the true Faith, when you become 
Men, at Confirmation, She demands of you 
to give your Conſeat to the Truth of thoſe 
Twelve Articles of Faith. . 
Lour Sureties, in the 34 Place, Promile, 
That you ſhall keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments, and walk in the ſame all 
the Days of your Life. When you come to & 2 
Age, have been inſtructed in, and are able 
ö to give an Account of God's Will and Com- 


mandments; Then the Biſhop demands 


F 


of you to know, whether you own your 
ſelves bound to believe, * to do as your 
Sureties in your Infancy Promiſed ſor you; 
and then, with your own Mouth, you de- J. 

. clare, that you do believe and will do, by 
God's Help, what they Promiſed. Now 

as this divine Help is to be implored and 
ſought for at Confirmation ; And as this 
Help has been, and is {till granted, at that 
—_— Fc | | 
So at that Time, and not before, does 
the Church ask every one Perſonally; Whe- 
ther they will Confirm themſelves to be 
Chriſtians - which Office, that you may 
perform with good Manners, and a Chri- 
{tian Carriage, I ſhall from what has been 
delivered to you, draw Two or Three In- 
ferences, ſuitable io the Occaſion. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Texhort you, young Perſons, who 
deſite and deſign to he Confirm'd, to Pre- 
pare your ſelves for it. - This you may do 
by conſidering, that by Nature you were 
born in Sin , and the Children of Wrath. 
This. Conſideration will put you upon re- 
turning Thanks to God, for admitting you 
to Baptiſm: By which Sacrament your 
Original Defilement is waſhed away, and 
you are made Children of Grace. 
Secondly, Give me leave to remind you, 
that tho? you bear the honourable Name of 
Chriſtians, and are actually admitted Meme 
bers of Chriſt's Church, yet you are not 
eompleat and perfect Members of the ſame, 
till Confirm'd by the Biſhop. Till you 
have confirm'd your Chriſtianity, you 
ought not to approach the Holy Altar, you 
cannot regularly be admitted Gueſts at 
Chriſt's Table, nor banquet with the Faith- 
ful. And to be deny 'd Admiſſion to, and 
the Participation of the Lord's Supper, muſt 
certainly be' a great Grief and Concern to 
any coalcientious Chriſtian” 
Therefore when the Biſhop comes, pre- 
ſent your ſelves before him as Candidates 
for Confirmation, that afterwards you may 
be regular and worthy Partakers of the 
Holy Communion. | 
 Thiraly, Remember, that at Confirmation 
you may procure the Gifts and Graces — | 
cnc 


de Neceſſuy and Benefit 
the Holy Ghoſt: By whoſe powerful In- 
fluence -your Souls will find the higheſt 
Comforts they are capable of enjoy ing, 
whilſt united to the Body : And without 
whoſe Aſſiſtance, tis not in your Power, to 
perform your Baptiſmal Vow. 

Foarthly, As you are arrived to ſeveral 
Degrees 2 Chriſtian Knowledge, and have 
heard the Uſe and Benefit of ſome of the 
Church's Inſtitutions, particularly thoſe 
which as yet moſt concern you, vis. Bap- 
tiſm and Confirmation; tis your Duty to 
comply with them, and will be your 
Honour to defend them. 

The Chiefeſt Adverſaries you will meet 
with, are the Anabaptiſts. To theſe J hope, 
you will be able to make appear--That In- 
WU taot-Baptiſm is ſufficient for a Child's Sal. 
vation, in Cafe it Dies in its Infancy. And 
if it lives, that then the ſaid Child, when 

come to Vears of Diſeretion, enters Per- 
ſonally into Covenant with God, when he 
knows the Meaning of the Terms and Con- 
ditions of the Covenant: And by well 
managing theſe Two Points, you will be 
Able to refute their Objections, and ſilence | 
ſuch Adverſariess. 
_ Fifitbly, And Laſtly, [charge you, and 
| earneltly requeſt of you All, ro behave 
your ſelves decently: and devoutly at the 
1 of Confirmation; to make your Re-. 
ſponſes 
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ſponſes there prudently , to attend to the 
whole Service diligently, and heartily to 
join with your Biſhop in Prayer, that you 
may All then receive ſuch Aſſiſtance from 

the Holy Ghoſt, as may enable you to per- 
ſevere in your Chriſtian Courſe, with- 
Knowledge, Courage, and Conſtancy to 
your Lives End. Amen. 
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